
Minutes of the LEYTON WARD RESIDENTS FORUM Meeting

19 May 2011

The Score Centre Oliver Road Leyton E10

7.00pm

Officers/Councillors In Attendance: Cllr Naheed Qureshi , Cllr Bob 
Sullivan, Cllr Winnie Smith, Leon Walford (2012 Olympic Programme 
Manager), Vala Valavan (Head of Highways), David Richfond (Highways) PC 
Shane Gurney (Leyton Safer Neighbourhood Team) and Bettina Aruoture 
(WF Council) 

AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

The Chair, Cllr Sullivan introduced the Councillors and Officers in attendance. 
Fire & Safety measures explained. Residents were welcomed to the first 
Leyton Ward Forum meeting which has now replaced the Community 
Councils.

AGENDA ITEM 2: UPDATE ON OLYMPIC ACTIVITIES

Leon Welford gave a presentation briefly outlining works that are currently 
being undertaken or are planned to begin soon. These included amongst 
other items:-

Leyton High Road – Proposed new entrance into Leyton Cricket 
Ground

Cosmetic changes to Grange Park Road one way system

Ruckholt Rd / Drapers Field / Coronation Gardens / Sidmouth Park
- Signage and lighting changes for surrounding areas

Leyton Town Hall / Library – proposals to widen footpath

Leyton Mills Retail Park – Improvements to the entrance system and 
increased accessibility from Leyton High Rd

Leyton Tube Station – Proposals for new and clear signposts to be 
provided as part of TfL new plan. Changes to footpath directly outside 
station and the bridge.

Stressed that Drapers Field will be reinstated as a playing field.

Effect on Area – He highlighted the fact that more than 100,000 visitors are 
expected to pass through Leyton during the Olympics. Olympic Legacy for 



LBWF includes Improvements to Eton Manor, Velodrome, Two new 50 metre 
pools, new academy as well as around 7 – 10,000 new homes.

Residents were given an opportunity to ask questions. I have omitted names.

1. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Resident questioned how long road works 
would go on for on Leyton High Road – as they believed it was 
constantly being dug up.

OFFICER ANSWER:- It was anticipated that works should all end on 31st

March 2012. It was highlighted however that this does not include utility 
companies who are able to complete emergency works as an when required.

2. RESIDENT QUESTION:- How do we access Olympic Park?

OFFICER ANSWER:- Via Ruckholt Road bridge over Marshall Road / 
Through Stratford / Through Leyton High Road.

3. RESIDENT QUESTION:- There was news of a new footbridge –
Eastway bridge. How and when will be able to access it?

OFFICER ANSWER:- A new pedestrian and cycle footbridge is planned to be 
built alongside the old Ruckholt Road bridge.  It is in the design stage at the 
moment.  There are no plans to build a new Ruckholt Road Bridge.

4. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Traffic Lights after Spitalfields take too long 
to change. Need reconfiguring. 

OFFICER ANSWER:- They belong to Hackney but was noted.

5. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Are rumours that the Hall Farm Curve was to 
be re-opened true?

CLLR ANSWERED:- Not likely to happen for about 15 to 20 years, although 
we are pressing the Department of Transport. 

6. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Will there be a chance of getting a bus route 
to pass down Oliver Road as compensation for disruption?

OFFICER ANSWER:- Not possible. However, 97 Bus route is due to be 
extended to Stratford after Olympics.

7. RESIDENT QUESTION:- The cycle route across Lea Valley is 
dangerous.

OFFICER ANSWER:- The new proposed pedestrian and cycle footbridge 
next to Ruckholt Road Bridge will open up the cycle route across Lea Valley.

8. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Is there any support or provision for current 
users of Drapers Field who are due to lose out?



OFFICER ANSWER:- Yes – support has been offered.

9. RESIDENT QUESTION:- Any plans to incorporate local artists into 
designs?

OFFICER ANSWER:- Officers were open to this idea and would bear it in 
mind.

Residents also engaged in a conversation around the situation regarding 
Parking in the area. The introduction of Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ) and 
the need to invest more money in shop fronts as well as local businesses in 
the town centre. Officers highlighted that only limited funding was available for 
specific projects and they were working to maximise benefits in these areas 
wherever they could. 

Residents questioned the plans to remove barriers outside Leyton Station and 
the safety repercussions of widening footpaths outside it too. Officers 
reassured residents that full risk and safety assessments had been 
undertaken. 

It was accepted that the level of people traffic during the games would be a 
‘challenge’.

AGENDA ITEM 3: LEYTON SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM

PC Shane Gurney gave a brief presentation highlighting local hotspots and 
statistics for Robbery, Theft From Motor Vehicle (TFMV) and Theft of Motor 
Vehicle (TOMV). 

Robbery:- Figures have gone down as the police has been working hard to 
combat crime. 

TFMV:- Figures are still high as number plate theft is rife in the entire 
borough. Residents were encouraged to report all thefts to the police.

TOMV:- Numbers have gone up and police are working to prevent it 
increasing more.

ASB behaviour – Most prominent is what is classed as rowdy and 
inconsiderate behaviour which is rife. Linked to gang activity – which should 
hopefully be reduced following dispersal zone which is in force in the area.

It was reported that Leyton SNT have good relationship with local social 
landlords, namely, London & Quadrant (L&Q) and CBHA. Tenants are being 
jointly warned by police and landlords. 

DISPERSAL ZONE took effect from 14 May 2011 and will finish on 1st

November 2011. Explained that youths under the age of 16 congregating and 
seen to be making trouble will be escorted home by police and their parents 
informed.



A discussion followed whereby residents expressed concern about:-

Pizza Hut delivery men mounting Leyton High Rd pavements with 
bikes ( the Pizza Hut manager will be visited by the local Police to try 
and stop driving on the pavements).

Ive Farm area – drug taking reported.

Crime Prevention Bus has been visiting Leyton Mills and providing 
residents with tamper proof screws to protect number plates and bike 
marking schemes.

AGENDA ITEM 4: OUTLINE OF THE COMMUNITY GRANT PROCEDURE

Residents were informed that forms were available for them to complete with 
ideas on how to spend �10,000 in the area. Forms could be returned to 
Seddon Centre, Clyde Place / Leyton Library or to Cllr Bob Sullivan’s house at 
24 Thornhill Road E10 5LL.

Further information would be available in September. 

AGENDA ITEM 5: ELECTION OF NOMINEE TO THE LEYTON YOUTH 
CENTRE SPORTS GROUND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Cllr Sullivan gave a brief rundown of events that had led to the establishment 
of the committee. There needs to be a resident elected from this forum.   
Nominations need to be in before our next meeting in September for election 
to take place.

Residents queried the delay and the fact that many user groups who used the 
centre have not been consulted / approached in respect of places available 
for user groups on the committee.

It was noted that there were many residents present at the meeting, without 
whom the plans to build a school on the land would probably would have gone 
through. In particular Mr & Mrs Payne from Leyton Triangle Group.

Residents were referred to the Q and A papers that were distributed at the 
start of the meeting and asked to think about who they would like to nominate,
with the election taking place at the next meeting.



AGENDA ITEM 6: COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

RESIDENT QUESTION: What is happening to the Davies Education Centre 
building on Vicarage Road? It is believed that services provided from the said 
centre have been moved to Friday Hill

ANSWER: CLLRS TO FIND OUT AND RESPOND

RESIDENT QUESTION: The large playing fields behind Ive Farm Close are 
lying derelict and are being vandalised. They should be utilised more.

ANSWER: Cllr Sullivan explained that the fields are owned by Score and 
managed by O-regen, who also manage the Score centre.  O-regen are being 
investigated and the Score is in administration.  So the future of both places 
hang in the balance.

RESIDENT QUESTION: Is anyone aware of what is happening to houses on 
Grange Park Road which used to be a Doctors Surgery? As there is extensive 
building going on across the road.

ANSWER: It was explained that the new build flats were nothing to do with 
the said property. Boarding had been erected around the buildings, which 
hopefully means that they may be redeveloped by new owner.

RESIDENT QUESTION: Are hate crime figures available? Resident was 
unaware that police would deal with noisy neighbours and understood that it 
was an issue only the Council would take up. Resident also explained that 
she felt unsafe in the area.

ANSWER: PC Shane Gurney explained that they did deal with noisy 
neighbours and it should be reported to the SNT. Also, would provide hate 
crime figures. Residents agreed that area has been unsafe for many years –
however – it was highlighted that over development and the increase in flats 
in the area had exacerbated the problem and led to a general decline in living 
standards.

RESIDENT QUESTION: What is happening to the Lion & Keys and Oliver 
Twist pubs in the area? The (Church Road) area seems to be turning in to a 
red light district, is the police visiting the questionable establishments that are 
in the area? Is the Glyn Hopkins site to be turned into flats?

ANSWER: LION & KEY PUB – exterior frontage to remain – however 
planning permission submitted for mental health centre with flats above for 
staff to live in.

OLIVER TWIST PUB – Has closed down and looks set to be turned into flats.



PC Shane Gurney informed resident that he was unaware of any such activity 
on Church Road but now that he has been notified he will look into it. 
Furthermore, the police do police establishments in the area.

Cllr Sullivan explained that two planning applications for large amounts of flats 
to be built on the Nissan / Glyn Hopkins car showrooms have been turned 
down. However, it is anticipated that the developers are likely to submit a
further planning application. 

RESIDENT QUESTION: Are we aware of the locations of salt bins in the ward

ANSWER: CLLRS TO FIND OUT AND RESPOND.

RESIDENT QUESTION: Very pleased to note increased recycling. Coopers 
Lane is too small and cars are speeding down faster than the speed limit. The 
speed humps are defunct.

ANSWER: VALA VALAVAN TO LOOK INTO IT AND RESPOND.

Residents were informed that due to the success of this meeting it had been
decided that Cllrs would arrange meetings more frequently than originally 
anticipated.

Residents were informed that Childrens Centre Consultation Papers were 
available for them to take. 

NEXT MEETING – Date in September to be advised.

CLOSE OF MEETING 9.15pm


